The sarcoplasmic reticulum: its discovery and rediscovery.
In 1902, Emilio Veratti made the most accurate description, by light microscopy, of a reticular structure in the sarcoplasm. However, this structure was almost lost to man's knowledge for more than 50 years and was rediscovered during the 1960s, following the introduction of electron microscopy. Since then, biochemistry, electron microscopy and electrophysiology have unravelled the crucial role of the sarcoplasmic reticulum in the control of muscle contraction.